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AAbbssttrraacctt  

In the past few years, new databases and algorithms for 
studying carbohydrate sugar chains, or glycans, have started 
appearing in the literature.  These polysaccharide structures are 
quite complex, but with the development of several databases in 
Germany, Japan and the US, new analytical techniques have come 
into the fore. This tutorial will present the current status of this 
field called glycome informatics.  The databases, data formats and 
some of the recent analytical methods for analyzing glycans will 
be studied, and the current problems that are being challenged 
will be presented. 
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