SHARING OF

MEMORIES

It was with great sorrow that | received the sad
news of the passing of Dr. K. T. Leung late last night
from his daughter. She wanted me to tell the
Department of Mathematics about this. Dr. Leung
was a long-serving and important figure of the
Department, also my esteemed teacher, mentor,
colleague and good friend. He joined the
Department as a Senior Lecturer in 1960 and retired
in 1995. He had been ill for the past one-and-half
year but kept up a sanguine and upbeat attitude in
facing the illness.

He still invited Fung Kit, me and Philip back home for
lunch and dinner from time to time after he fell
ill. We attended his 87th birthday lunch party (but
according to Chinese custom it was called an 88th
birthday party) on May 25, which was the last time
my wife and | had the opportunity to talk with
him. He looked very frail at the time.

At about 6:00 p.m. yesterday he passed away
peacefully in the company of his family, his dear
wife Cosette and children Michelle, Nick and Dan.



Please let the Department know of the sad
passing of this respectable former colleague
who served the Department for many years with
dedication, leaving a fond memory in the mind
of generations of students, among whom | am
one of those that are fortunate enough to
benefit from his teaching. Actually, he played an
important part in urging me to come back to
serve the Department that had nurtured me into
a mathematician and a mathematics
teacher. May he rest in peace.

Man Keung Siu

24 June 2019




Dr. Leung's Elementary Set Theory was an impressive mathematical text
to me as a matriculation student. The first encounters with the author in his
classroom when | started my undergraduate studies were another inspiring
experience. The general impression of a gentleman as well as sharp scholar has
stayed afresh on my mind since then. ... Decades after graduation, in a
fortunate occasion to trace back the history of modern mathematics in Hong
Kong (in collaboration with Prof. Wong Ngai-Ying), there were some other good
experiences of learning from Dr. Leung's early writings on mathematics
education!

May he rest in peace; his legacy be with us and many other students of his!

Ka Lok Wong

24 June 2019

For our generation we all learnt set theory from Dr. Leung's book
on set theory in form 6-7. We also learnt algebra from Dr. Leung and Dr.
Siuin undergraduate. He led us know the beauty and the power of algebra
in mathematics. May he rest in peace.

Kin Ming Hui

24 June 2019




Sorry to know this sad news. Dr. Leung Kam
Tim is one of my respectable teachers. He has
brought me to the beauty of algebra (and the beauty
of mathematics in general) when | was at B.Sc. Year
1. | can never forget his kindness to his student
(myself). | still remember his warm response when |
came to his office to ask some (silly) mathematics
guestions. Dr. Leung is one of my role models as a
teacher and a scholar.

Dr. Leung, may you rest in peace. We will
remember you forever.

Your student,
Chan Yip Cheung

24 June 2019

Really sorry to hear that. Although | did not have the
privilege to study in Dr. Leung’s class during my undergraduate
years, his scholastic, humorous, and gentlemanly style of
teaching was well known to me and my classmates. | am sure
he will remain in our good memories and continue to inspire
generations of teachers to come.

Fung Chun Ip

24 June 2019
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Very sorry to hear the sad news of Dr Leung's departure. Although | have not
had the opportunity of being taught by Dr Leung (he was on leave in my second year),
he has always been my icon in university days. | have heard a lot of praise on him in
my first year. At that time, he was young, energetic and charismatic. He has been a
kind gentleman as well as a scholar. His warm and genuine smile is his icon. This has
defied the passage of time. My last time of seeing him was at SRB College a few years
ago when the 1966 cohort lunched with the Leungs. He will be fondly remembered.

Hope his family, particularly Mrs Leung, will come to terms with bereavement
as soon as possible.

May Dr Leung respect in peace.

Choi Chee Cheong

25 June 2019

It is with sheer sadness that | learn about Dr. Leung passing away.
The last time | met him was in November last year. | am most thankful for
his mentorship that inspires me to love mathematics and to think better.

May he rest in peace.

Chow Sik Cheong

25 June 2019

| remember vividly that Dr. Leung met with a few Year 1 students
(possibly as our academic adviser to make sure we adapted to university life
or for some other reasons), | was most fortunate to be one of them. We
visited him at his office at the far end of Run Run Shaw building. And of course,
we all benefited from his teaching, his style and his book on set theory. We
have the privilege to use it as textbook and then teach our F6-7 students for
quite a number of years!

| also met him in one of those math lectures. From Professor's Siu
email, we know he is blessed with the love and company of his family. We
have very, very fond memories of him.

Liu Chun Ping

25 June 2019



KT taught me an advanced algebra
course, in which my good friends MK Siu,
Kin Lam, William Sit, and Wang Chung
Lee were fellow students, in 1966. Later,
when Lee and | joined the Math
Department in 1967 as demonstrators,
KT was very kind to us, the most junior
members of the department who really
appreciated his kindness and calm during
a tumultuous period in Hong Kong
marked by violent riots.

Tze Leung Lai

25 June 2019

| am deeply saddened by the bad news
that Dr. Leung passed away. | last saw him in
2016, when we attended Mrs. Wong's
memorial service. At that time, he still looked
very healthy. Now he is no more with us, but |
will always remember him.

With my deepest condolences to Cosette,
Yikhoi Auyeung

25 June 2019



| share the sadness of all of you in losing the most beloved
teacher and mentor. Though | was not lucky enough to be one
of Dr. Leung's students, his excellent reputation was ever lasting.

My only personal contact with Dr. Leung was in my 3rd
year. In the capacity of the Chairman of Science Society |
approached him and invited him to be the President. Dr. Leung
promised without hesitation. | still remember vividly his friendly
attitude and smile.

May Dr. Leung rest in peace.

Tam Chun Kit

26 June 2019
Sad news indeed! | first heard through an email
from the Dean of Science Faculty. To me, Dr. K.T. Leung's
passing marks the end of an era. | was hoping to see him
at the HKU Science Society dinner in November, but alas,
it is not to be.

Brenda Cheng (Hon Kin Fun)

26 June 2019




Very sorrowful to hear the sad news of Dr.
K.T. Leung.

The first time | met Dr. Leung was in a
summer afternoon 1965 in the Department Head
office, HKU. | was offered an interview
concerning my application for admission to be a
B.Sc. (Special) math's student. Prof. Y.C. Wong
and Dr. K.T. Leung were the two "Examiners".

Although after his retirement in 1995 | did
not have opportunity to meet him again, like
many colleagues in the Department Dr. Leung will
remain in our memory.

Ming-Chit Liu

26 June 2019




Deep sorrow to hear the news of the passing of Dr LEUNG!

The feeling of his "gentleman" style and his "Abstract Algebra"
teaching would always be in our memory.....

May he rest in peace.

KK Chang

26 June 2019

My deepest gratitude to Dr. Leung for teaching
me mathematics as a language to express the physical
world. My heartfelt respect to him as an educator who
brings this concept to students of Hong Kong. My
loving memory of him for his kind help and advise
during the organization of our Silver Jubilee
exhibition. May he rest in peace and be remembered

, forever,

Chung Ho.

Woo Chung Ho

27 June 2019

| was never too excited about mathematics in high school because | was more interested in
Physics. But at HKU, | was exposed to some of the best math teachers in the world. From Prof.
Wong, Dr. KT Leung and Dr. Doris Chen, | learned the elegance and beauty of math. Furthermore,
my math courses at HKU gave me a firm foundation to launch into a Physical research career at
graduate school. KT (as he is known to his students) and Doris taught me Modern Algebra. At that
time, | had no idea what was the relevance of Modern Algebra to Physics. Fortunate for me, KT
made the subject looked so easy and beautiful that | admired the subject like an object of art. His
notes were examples of clarity and precision. At graduate school | quickly discovered the use of
Group Theory. | found that this theory was the most powerful tool in understanding the symmetry
of crystals (in fact, one of the most powerful tools in all branches of Physics!).

Besides being a great teacher and mathematician, KT will be remembered by his students
as a perfect gentleman and a warm human being. The world does not produce enough scholar-
teachers like KT. He will be missed but not forgotten.

Peter Y. Yu
Dept. of Physics, University of California, Berkeley, CA. USA
26 June 2019



> R ey,

It’s only now can respond to this very sad news. Feeling indebted.

| was brought to Maths only by misunderstanding. Primary 2, the Prefect of Study in the
primary school pet my head and said: “Kai-ming, you are very good in maths. You will become a
mathematician.” That made me believe that | was good at Maths. It was at HKU, 1963, | began to
have the first real experience of Maths. For a whole month, | only saw Doris and K.T. patrolling the
stage, most impressive and elegant, but | hardly understood what there were talking about. It was
almost after a month, when Siu Tze came as a rescue, and | was able to get some chewed drops.

However, KT’s image sustains, in his almost 19th Century blazer, the huge bow, his constant
smile and his elegant handwriting. He has personified the beauty of Maths. | enjoyed the classes,
although | remained only half-understanding.

My real encounter with KT was when | started Elementi College in Shaukiwan. The youthful
team of teachers decided to overhaul Maths teaching. KT wrote the texts for Secondary 1-3,
chapter by chapter, word for word, again with his elegant handwriting, now on paper. It further
demonstrated that Maths is nothing of a sacred cow, it can be brought to students, supposedly
with low academic abilities, with the insight of a genuine mathematician.

Later, | realised that his books on Set Theory and Linear Algebra had become the textbook in
Hong Kong.

| have never become a mathematician, although | taught mathematics in secondary schools.
However, as | mentioned in one of the Maths Department seminars some years ago, the rigour of
Maths returned, ironically when | move into Qualitative Research. Without the disguise of
numbers, the power of mathematical analyses has shaped my research convention, and indeed
shaped my entire research paradigm.

In recent years, | met KT only occasionally. | was a timid traditional student — only then |
dare to call him KT. Yet, he always treated me as equals, so kind and so gentle.

He is ever memorable, ...

Cheng Kai Ming
28 June 2019



Mprs. K.T. Leung K.T. Leung C.P. Chang K.Y.Chan

—

D. Chen Mrs. S.H. Young
S.L. Chen Mrs. Y.C. Wong
Mrs. K.V. Leung K.V. Leung

My first “encounter” with Dr. K T Leung was his book Elementary Set Theory. As with
many high school students of my time, | found this book special, unlike the mathematics
textbooks that we had been used to. There are no pictures, no equations, no formulas - and
many words! | found it very difficult to read and understand, and | think this feeling was shared
by many of my peers. | couldn’t help asking myself: if this is “elementary”, what is advanced??
But after getting over the initial hurdles of trying to digest the contents of the book, and as |
got slightly more mature in my knowledge of mathematics, | realized that the concepts of set
theory introduced in the book are “elementary” not in the sense of being easy or rudimentary,
but in the sense of being basic or fundamental. Indeed the book deals with content and
concepts that are fundamental in mathematics. More and more | began to appreciate the
beauty of the book, and grew to love it. More importantly, the book taught me what
mathematics rigour is, and indeed what the nature of mathematics is. It corrected my wrong
impression that mathematics is only about calculations and formulae. It opened a new world
of mathematics to me. So even before | met Dr. Leung in person, he was in a very real sense
a teacher to me, my teacher.



When | started my study of mathematics at the University of Hong Kong, Dr. Leung
was among the first teachers who taught us. We could now meet “the author” face to face,
not without a sense of admiration. Dr. Leung might not remember this, but | asked him a
mathematics question after his very first lecture, timidly. | was extremely impressed by his
kind and patient manner in answering a question from a freshman, a question | am sure was
to Dr. Leung a very simple or trivial one. Our admiration of Dr. Leung grew as we progressed
in his course. He spoke slowly when he taught, not with a loud voice but always with
confidence. His ability in expressing complicated mathematics concepts systematically and
with clarity never failed to impress us. We were also attracted by his respectable
demeanour — he was always gentleman-like in his behaviour and well dressed, often with a
bow-tie, a contrast to some other professors in the Department who dressed very casually.
We were told that he got his PhD in Switzerland, did he acquire his gentleman manners from
Switzerland? Do all Swiss men behave like this? But to me, his image was that of a typical
Chinese scholar—a learned figure or a “scholar-gentry”. A Chinese scholarin Western dress!

The book Elementary Set Theory and Dr. Leung’s teaching in the first year of my study
at HKU is a watershed in my learning and understanding of mathematics. On one side of
the watershed is the school mathematics that | learned and loved so much, on the other
side is the rigorous university mathematics which | found a little hard, but which exemplifies
to me the nature of the discipline, the “real” mathematics if you will.

III

When | joined the University as a Faculty member eight years later, Dr. Leung and |
were “colleagues”, Dr. Leung a Senior Lecturer in the Mathematics Department and | a
junior Teaching Consultant in the then School of Education. We sometimes met in the
campus, in the Senior Common Room. But | must confess that | never had a real feeling of
being Dr. Leung’s colleague - | always had a little sense of awe in front of him,
notwithstanding his very kind attitude towards me and other colleagues in the university. |
remember vividly that once when he learned of my promotion, he came over to me in the
Senior Common Room and congratulated me. Of course other people also congratulated
me on that occasion, but somehow | had an exceptionally warm feeling when | was
congratulated by this teacher of mine.

Yes Dr. Leung was my mathematics teacher, and is forever my teacher, someone who
induced me into the other side, or the real side, of mathematics.

Frederick K.S. Leung

2 July 2019
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Dear Friends

| would like to share with you a story
my late mother told me about Kam Tim.

On some occasion when he was
probably very well lubricated, Kam Tim
confessed that when he was a young man, he
had on quite a few occasions written the
word "cosette" (instead of "coset") on the
blackboard during his lectures, and boasted
that his audience had been very respectful
and kept very quiet.

With best wishes,
William Chen

6 July 2019

| am very much saddened to learn the sad
news that Dr. Leung has passed away. He was
my mentor too (even though, formally, | did not
have the fortune to be his student): his insight
in mathematics and mathematical education
has greatly inspired me and many of us, and the
way he delivered his mathematics combined
with Chinese poetry is absolutely a master piece
of art: a role model for every mathematics
teacher! He is dearly missed and he will always
be remembered in our heart.

Ng Kung Fu, CUHK

9 July 2019



From 1961 to 1968, among the graduates of
HKU's Math Department, there were three brothers
from a certain Lam family. Those were also the first
seven years of Dr. K.T. Leung's teaching career in Hong
Kong. All three brothers profited considerably from this
young, handsome and energetic teacher, each in a
different way.

I, Kee Yuen Lam (#R 2 %), eldest of the three,
was hired as demonstrator in 1961. My vision of
mathematics was limited to what | learned as
undergraduate. From Oxford and Cambridge textbooks
| witnessed the style of contemporary British
mathematics. From differential geometry courses | got
a glimpse of American math style culminating in some
vague notion of fibre bundles. But it was only from Dr.
Leung that | learned about the highly abstract approach
to mathematics sweeping through Continental Europe
at that time. Indeed I first heard about names like Leray
and Grothendieck, and terms like faisceau and
category, through conversations with Dr. Leung. It was
19534 56 42 5 K.T.'s enthusiasm while talking about these topics that
eventually led me to choose topology and geometry in
my Ph.D. studies and beyond.

Tsit Yuen Lam (#K 8 %), the middle brother, recalls his interactions with Dr. Leung in the following
two paragraphs.
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Kin Lam (#£ &), third of the Lam brothers, writes as follows:

| heard of K.T.”s name years before entering HKU. | did not have the chance to take lessons under
him in my first year of BSc study. It was not until year 2 that | was lectured by K T in a linear algebra
course. All the legend | heard about him became real as | enjoyed the lessons from this very charming
teacher who dressed very elegantly, talked very gently, smiling very charismatically and lecturing the
very abstract parts of mathematics with great clarity. It was upon the great influence of Dr. Leung and
other teachers in the mathematics department that | became so attracted to the study of mathematics
to the extent that | changed from a BSC curriculum to a nine paper BA mathematics curriculum. In my
final year, | took a course in “homological algebra” lectured by Dr. K.T. Leung, which opened up my eyes
on the abstract side of mathematics.

K.T.’s contributions to education extended far beyond university teaching. After | left Hong Kong
to pursue my graduate study in mathematics, K.T. finished a textbook on modern mathematics which
became a standard text in Hong Kong high schools and had great influence over high school students.
Some of my friends told me that it was this attractive textbook that led to their decision to major in
mathematics. K.T. had, indeed, helped shape the path of many people in their mathematical pursuits.

A =00 56— AR AU R E TR B 2

The Lam Brothers

20 August 2019



My Memory of Dr. K.T. Leung (%)

by Siu Yum-Tong (& F& &)

20 August 2019

| entered the University of Hong Kong as a freshman in the Fall of 1960. It was the same year Dr.
K. T. Leung joined the faculty of the Mathematics Department of the University of Hong Kong as a Senior
Lecturer. |still vividly remember reading in the summer of 1960 a full-page newspaper article about the
appointment of Dr. Leung to the faculty of HKU and about the very distinguished family he descended
from. What caught my eye was the Chinese characters “—['J{& {4, EHI4T” across the top of the
newspaper article. It was from that newspaper article that | first knew about Dr. K.T. Leung even before
| entered HKU. Later | learned that Dr. Leung graduated from my high school, Pui Ching (33 IE: 1£2), ten
years before me. His younger sister Lisa (Z21 52 ) was in my year as my high school classmate.

The Math Department of HKU in the early 1960s was very small and was like a big family. Dr.
Leung took an interest in my mathematical education. He sensed my interest lay more in the area of
complex analysis. One time | was in his office. He took a look at his own books on his bookshelf and
took down Hermann Weyl’s “Die Idee der Riemannschen Flache” and wrote the following inscription on
it and gave it to me as a gift. Despite multiple moves, | still have this book in my home now.
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In my first year in HKU | took a German course. The instructor, a cultural attaché at the German
consulate, encouraged me to apply for a German fellowship to do graduate work in Germany. Since Dr.
Leung studied in Germany, | went to consult him about graduate student life in Germany. He told me
that when he was there, it was not long after the end of War World Il and life in Germany was hard
where graduate students essentially just survived only on bread and water. | told my German instructor
that | had second thoughts about going through with the arrangement to go to Germany for graduate
study. My German instructor had a rather humorous response. He said indeed there were German
fellowships with the stipulation that the holders had to survive on bread and water but he assured me
that what | was getting had no such stipulation. | did go through with the arrangement but eventually
had to give up, because German universities with a very different system required my going through at
least part of their undergraduate program. In those days, to apply for graduate admission to a university
in North America, one had to first write to get an application form by mail and there might not be enough
time for me to go through the process. Upon knowing my predicament, Dr. Leung offered to secure for
me one of the new studentships which would support me financially in a graduate program in HKU.
Later, Lam Tsit-Yuen (#X&7 Z) gave me an application form from the University of Minnesota which he
did not use. | applied and went to Minnesota for graduate study and did not stay in HKU. | very much
appreciated the help Dr. Leung offered me though | finally did not need it.

In recent years almost every year | spent at least part of the summer in HKU as a visiting professor.
In my summer visits | had more opportunities to interact with Dr. Leung in conversations on a very broad
range of topics. Apart from all his European scientific education, Dr. Leung is a classical Chinese
gentleman-scholar with refined style and taste. | very much admired the poetry of Gong Zizhen (& 5
) of the Qing Dynasty (J& ). Dr. Leung also liked Gong’s poetry. At one point he started a bimonthly
intellectual magazine and chose as its Chinese title “F}#{” (Dousou) from one of Gong’s famous poem:s.

Dr. Leung, as an inspiring and caring teacher and an all round scholar, will be sorely missed.
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photocopy to Dr Leung. Both Dr Leung and Cosette were apparently quite pleased with it. Their

Over dinner on that particular evening | proudly recited this line when | presented the laminated
hearty laughter at the time still rings in my ears!

this news item was presented to Dr Leung during a dinner | arranged for the Leungs at home just

before they left Hong Kong to live in France.

In 1995 that news item on the appointment of Dr K. T. Leung to a Senior Lectureship at HKU
item:

(published in Wah Kiu Yat Po [#E(5
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It was indeed a sad news to learn about the passing of Dr K.T.
Leung. Dr Leung had a great influence on my mathematical taste. The
two courses Algebra | and Algebra Il | took from him shaped my view
towards mathematics. More importantly, | found joy in understanding
the mathematics through his teaching. | was not particularly good in
math but HKU took a chance in me even though | only got a C in the A-
Level Pure Math exam. | barely survived the first year curriculum and |
was so afraid that | would fail many higher level courses in the second
or third year. But somehow Dr Leung’s lectures in algebra were music
to my ears and | started to “know what to do” in math. It was one of
the strangest but yet the best things happened in my life. | hope one
day | could explain Dr Leung’s magic to myself.

Thank you Dr Leung, | owe my career to you. May you rest in
peace.

Wai Kiu Chan, Wesleyan University

1 September 2019



We recalled that in our first "Linear Algebra" lesson at Year 1, we
waited eagerly in the classroom for Dr. Leung, the author of Elementary
Set Theory, as little "fans". Then a gentleman wearing bow-tie came in
and this started our wonderful journey in the realm of Algebra.

We have been privileged to attend Dr. Leung's class and learn
from him. Remembered that on a rainy day, Dr. Leung used a vivid
example to illustrate the meaning of "span": He put the umbrella up
and said "The span of an umbrella is still an umbrella". Amazing!

Some months ago, | (Kan) read the book 'Linear Algebra and
Geometry' again to refresh my memory of algebra. The content of the
book was concise, precise and neatly arranged as if | were attending Dr.
Leung's lecture again. Dr. Leung had written the book in a
wholehearted manner for the benefits of generations of students.

He is missed by every one of us. May he rest in peace.

Koo Tze Kan & Tze Man
4 September 2019




